[image: image14.jpg]


Van and truck business news

Note to broadcasters:  The SMMT has its own ISDN studio
Check the SMMT website for vehicle registration data history


	Press release number:
	4756
	Release:
	Now


February fillip for van registrations, but not for trucks

· Registrations: 10,348 in February; 220,521 for the rolling year, down 32.2%.

· Trucks: 1,370 in February; 32,473 for the rolling year, down 40.4%.

· Vans: 8,978 for the month; 188,048 for the rolling year, down 30.6%.

	New van and truck registrations in the United Kingdom – 2010

	
	February
	% change
	Year to date
	% change

	Total
	10,348
	11.5%
	23,447
	- 2.5%

	Vans
	8,978
	26.1%
	20,524
	8.8%

	Trucks
	1,370
	- 36.6%
	2,923
	- 43.7%


“Despite the hesitant economic recovery, demand for new vans has picked up, though trucks still struggle in one of the most difficult markets since the early 1990s,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive. “We don’t expect a consistent recovery for some time, either for new vans or trucks, so durable growth in business investment and confidence is vital.  The government’s 2010 Budget needs to deliver clear, supportive and dependable policies, including better access to business credit to sustain that recovering demand for vans and trucks.”
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Media contact:

Robin Dickeson
+44 (0)2 073 449 222 or +44 (0)7 974 436 641 or 
rdickeson@smmt.co.uk
The SMMT website, www.smmt.co.uk has monthly registration data history back to 2000
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Light commercial vehicles to 3.5t

· Rolling year: down 30.6%, 188,048.

· Month: up 26.1 %, 8,978
· YTD: up 8.8%, 20,524.
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Light vans to 2t

· Rolling year: down 32.0%, 36,315.

· Month: up 100.6%, 2,993.

· YTD: up 52.5%, 6,237.
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4x4 utility vehicles

· Rolling year: down 5.2%, 4,326.

· Month: up 10.6%, 115.

· YTD: up 9.9%, 399.
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Pick-ups

· Rolling year: down 25.1%, 18,102.

· Month: down 29.3%, 629.

· YTD: down 30.6%, 1,738.
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Medium vans

· Rolling year: down 2.9%, 23,343.

· Month: up 52.1%, 940.

· YTD: up 38.1%, 2,306.
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Heavy vans

· Rolling year: down 35.4%, 106,361.

· Month: up 10.0%, 4,416.

· YTD: down 0.1%, 10,243.
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Trucks

· Rolling year: down 40.4%, 32,473.

· Month: down 36.6%, 1,370.

· YTD: down 43.7% 2,923.
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Rigids

· Rolling year: down 36.6%, 23,463.

· Month: down 35.7%, 1,108.

· YTD: down 39.4%, 2,326.
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Two-axle tractors

· Rolling year: down 49.0%, 2,032.

· Month: up 25.6%, 98.

· YTD: down 47.5%, 138.
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Three-axle tractors

· Rolling year: down 48.2%, 6,978.

· Month: down 54.2%, 164.

· YTD: down 58.2%, 459.

[image: image12.png]9000

8000

7000

Feb-10 Feb-03 RYT10 RYTOS
CVs <6t gvw

=duuod

250000

200000

150000




Light trucks, less than 6t gvw

· Rolling year: down 30.4%, 194,627.

· Month: up 23.0%, 9,264.

· YTD: up 7.3%, 21,162.
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Trucks 6t gvw and over

· Rolling year: down 43.5%, 25,894.

· Month: down 37.8%, 1,084.

· YTD: down 47.2%, 2,285.

Notes: The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK.  It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media.  The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £51bn turnover and £10bn value added.  With over 800,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and invests £1bn each year in R&D.  In the last ten years, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle.  Improvements in production processes mean energy used to produce cars is down 24%, water use is down 45% and 57% less waste enters landfill sites.  Average car tailpipe CO2 emissions have also been slashed and are down 20% compared to 1999 levels.  For more details, download SMMT’s tenth annual Sustainability Report or annual facts booklet from the SMMT website www.smmt.co.uk/publication
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